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March 11, 2014 
 

 
Title:  Exploring Diversity and Equity in Online Learning 
 
Description:  After summarizing conversations that occurred during this week's asynchronous 
activities, we will provide the opportunity for you to select breakout rooms for this week's 
synchronous activity.  You may select a breakout room that aligns with your interests or is a 
topic that you would like to learn more about.  The four breakout rooms will cover these four 
topics; gender, multiculturalism, learning disabilities, and physical disabilities.   
 
Objective:  The purpose of this synchronous activity is to engage in a dialogue with your peers 
about diversity and equity in online learning. To do this, different groups will center their 
conversations around specific topics in education to discuss teaching strategies and how as an 
instructor you can provide a fair and inclusive learning environment. In addition to this 
discussion, students will have the opportunity to review relevant web resources related to their 
chosen topic and share these with class members.   
 
Author:  This week's activity was created by  based on experiences we have 
had with previous synchronous activities.   
 
Instructions:  This is a synchronous activity that is to be completed during our Week 9 meeting 
time.  After the asynchronous postings related to gender have been summarized, we will explain 
this week's activity.  There will be four breakout rooms this week with specific topics to help 
guide you in your discussions.  These topics are:  
 

• Gender 
• Multiculturalism  
• Learning Disabilities 
• Physical Disabilities  

 
We will provide all participants the opportunity to select the breakout discussion room in which 
they would like to participate.  This will be done by using the 'raise your hand' tool in 
Blackboard Collaborate when we indicate each topic.  Please select a topic in which you have an 
interest or, alternatively, one in which you would like to know more about.  
ø The maximum number of students per group is four. We will pick the first four that raise their 
hand for that topic.  
 



In your breakout rooms please consider the following web resources in guiding your discussion 
about your selected topic: 

• Gender 
o http://www.aauw.org/   
o http://www.indiana.edu/~icy/diversity_gender.html 

• Multiculturalism 
o http://www.adl.org/education-outreach/curriculum-resources/c/creating-an-anti-

bias-learning-environment.html 
o http://www.indiana.edu/~icy/diversity_race.html 
o http://www.indiana.edu/~icy/diversity_international.html 

• Learning Disabilities 
o http://www.indiana.edu/~icy/diversity_learning.html 
o http://www.ncld.org/ 

• Physical Disabilities 
o  http://www.ahead.org/ 
o http://www.indiana.edu/~icy/diversity_need.html 

 
As you review the provided resources for your topic, please work as a group to do one of the 
following tasks: 

• As a group, create a welcome statement or inclusion policy related to your topic that you 
could include in your syllabus for an online course. 

OR 
• Share learning considerations relevant to your topic and share 3-5 examples of how an 

instructor may need to modify instruction in an online course to ensure equity in the 
learning environment 

 
You will have 30 minutes in your synchronous group discussions to complete this task. 
 
In your report back to the large group,  

1) Please briefly share about the web resource(s) you reviewed for this activity.   
- What would be helpful to you as an instructor?   
- What did you like or not like about the organization and/or website?   

2) Please share the discussion result about the task your group selected. 
 
Each group will have 5 minutes to report to the large group about their selected group task and 
the website(s) reviewed.   




